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. ix. J. latter part. 


— zeal 1 the Lord of hoſts 
«iy ye! will Nen rr. W 


tt eg N my laſt Adu germon e fave 
one, on this occaſion, I diſcourſed 
N concerning the glorious things 
foretold of the church of God, 1 in 
ths Lets day, both in the ſpiritual and per- 
ſonal reign of Chriſt; and now I ſhall treat 
of the certain performance of thoſe things. 
gave an hint in my laſt annual diſcourſe *, 


that hereas great part of prophecy; parti- 


cularly in the book of Revelation, has been 
already fulfilled; there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve the reſt will be; and this hint 1 ſhall 
purſue | and enlarge upon at this time; and 
argue from the actual accompliſhment of 
ſome things relating to the Kingdom of 


Chriſt, to the certain completion of others; 


and i into this train and courſe of reaſoning I 


5 6s {hall 
Called the Glory of che Church in the latter Day, on 
Pf, Ixxxvii. 3. b Intitled, Faith in God and his 


Word the Eſtabliſhment and 8 of his People, on 


2 bann. xx. 20. . See p. 28. 


ſhall be naturally and eaſily led in conſider- 
ing the words of my text; which refer partly 


to the performance of ſome things foretold, 


＋ 


ſinee fülflfled, and partly to others which 


yet remain to be accompliſhed; and as ſure 
as the one is fulfilled, ſo ſure ſhall the other. 
The things That are already performed are, 
. The appearance of Chriſt in the land 
of Galilbee, which is ptedicted ver. 1. and 
which land, as it had been-afflicted by the 
Aſſyrians, and was to be more ſo by the 
Romans, as it has been in the times of Veſ- 
fafian and Titus, as the, hiſtory of, Foſepbus 


- 


hews; and as it was vile * and mean, and 


lightly - eſteemed of by men, it ſhould: be 


made, glorious. and honourable, as the word 


* * 


uſed ſignifies ©, particularly by the preſence, 


id miracles of Chriſt in it; and 
to this purpoſe it is quoted and applied by 
the evangeliſt Mattherd, chap. iv. 13—23. 
from, wherice it appears that Chriſt firſt be- 
gan to preach in that country; that he cal- 
led Big firſt, diſciples near the ſen of Galle; 
and that he went thro” that whole land, and 
taught and preached in the ſynagogues in it, 


miniſtry and miracles of 


% 


and healed all diſeaſes; here he wrought his 


firſt miracle of turning. water into wine; 
here he lived the greateſt part of his private 
life; and here he reſided chiefly during his 
publick miniſtry ; here he promiſed to meet 
© HF a bod vilem efſe vel haberi, © PANE 
orificavit, honorificavit. | 


1%] 


his diſc les fer 12 ace and 1 "I 
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and hence bs: Was e 5575 them Je 507 
Galilee, and his followers. Galileans; all 
which confirm the truth of this prophecy, 
and the performance of it; and it is with 
reſpect to this, no doubt, that the antient eus 
expected that the Meſſiah would firſt. appr. 
in Galilte . 
2. Another event in conſequence ih 8 | 
former is foretold, and that is, the illumi- F 
nation of the Golileans by the, miniſtry of - 
Chriſt. among them, ver. 2. "Theſe people | 
were an ignorant. 8 5 llterate people; their £ 
common language was ruſtic, rude and bar- 
barous ; their ſpeech betrayed them, as Pe- 
ters did, who therefore was ſuppoſed to be 
a Galilean ; they were reckoned a people 
that knew! not- the law, and were accurſed : 


\ " 
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7, 


them, and no 8000 thing was expecded from: 
them; and ſo are here vg. to walk in dar E. 
neſs, and to e in the land of the ſhadow 
© dall 008 TRE aig e e to 
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[6], 

this bir prophory; were firſt favoured with ſee: 

riſt zhe light of the world, both with 

their bodily eyes and with the eyes of their 
underſtanding, enlightned by his miniſtry; 


the great light of the Goſpel ſhining in 


them, removed their darkneſs, and Aled 


them with ſpiritual light and knowledge.” 


Hence, as here predicted, 
. There was a multiplication of them ; 
hou haſt multiplied the nation, that is, Ga: 


Flee of tlie nations; which was mültiplied 
with glory and honour, With light and 


e, 


a number of truly gracious ſouls that be- 
lieved in Chriſt; the five hundred brethreti 
to whom our Lord appeared at once after 


his reſurrection, ſeem to be Galileans, when 
he ſhewed . himſelf on a mountain in their 
country to the eleven diſciples ; for it will 
not be eaſy to ſay where there was ſuch 4 
number of brethren, or believers, but in 
Galike ; it is certain their number at Jeru- 


ſalein was not ſo large, being but about an 


hundred and twenty. 
. It is foretold that thete would be great 


joy upon all this; indeed our verſion ten- 


ders it, not Tncteaſed the joy; but the Keri, 


-- marginal reading of. the Hebrew text 1s, 


and increaſed Joy into 7}, utitd the nation: 


or it may be rendred ich an intefroga- 


tion, as it is by ſome, and may take in both 


hs textual Nr e us. 0 thoit 


Fen not 


1e „% nl dis 14 ah 


(51 


yot increaſed j joy unto it? and in one way 
or other it muſt be rendred, or otherwiſe 
there is a glaring contradidtion | in - the text ; 
for it follows, they joy before thee according 
7o the joy in harveſt, and as men rejoice when 
they divide the ſpoil; phraſes expreſſive of 
the greateſt } joy among men; as there doubt- 
leſs was among the Galileans when Chriſt 
was preſent with them, and his Goſpel 
preached to them; which is a joyful ſound, 
and brings good tidings of good things, 
ace, pardon, 5 and ſalvation 
by the incarnate redeemer; and ſo joy along 
with it, wherever it comes with power, and 
18 received and embraced, as it did in Sama- 
ria, and among the Gentiles. 

5. The ground and reaſon of this joy 
wed be a deliverance from a burdenſom 
Joke, and from a ſtaff and rod of affliction 
which was effected by Chriſt, who has de- 
livered all his people, and fo thoſe believing 
Galileans, from the yoke of the ceremonial 
law, a yoke. of bondage intolerable ; from 
the tyranny of ſatan, and from the ſervi- 
tude of fin; and which ſhould be wrought 
as eaſily, and as ſuddenly, as the deliverance 
of Jfael from the Midianites by Gideon; 
Chriſt's own arm bringing ſalvation to him, 
and his people, without the help of man: 
for every battle of the warrior is with con- 
"Fuſed noiſe ; with the ſhoutings of ſoldiers, 
blowing of trumpets, beating of drums, 
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burning and fewel 97 fire ; thto' the flami 
love and burning zeal a d affection of chr 


for his people, who, 3 


6. Is propheſied of as the author of all | 
this, and is the bild that ſhould be born, 


and the fon. that ſhould be given ; for not 
Hezehiab is here meant, as the Jews would 


have it, who at the time of this prophecy. 
was at leaſt ten or eleven years of age, and 
to whom the auguſt titles after given can 
by no means agree. The « child here is the 
fame that is Propheſied of, Chap. vii. 14. 
that ſhould be born of a virgin, and called 
Immanuel; even jeſus the ſon of Mary, born 
in the city of David, a faviour, Chriſt the 
Lord, wi ole birth the angel declared to 
the ſhepherds ; the Word that has been 
made fleſh, and has dwelt among men: he 
is the ſon of God, his only-begotten fon, 
his fon in ſuch ſenſe as no other is, and is 
the unſpeakable gift of his love to men. 
He is here repreſented as a king, on whoſe 
| Poulders the government ſhould be; not 
"meaping the government of the whole world, 
which belongs to him as God and ereator; ; 
"the kingdom 7s his, and he is the governor 
among the nations i; but the government 
of * church, his editorial kingdom, 
Which 


t PC. xxii. 18. 


| everlaſting rode for: he prince of peace, 


[9] 


which is delegated to him, and devolved 
upon him as king of Zion, king of ſaints; 
a kingdom appointed to him, and for which 


he is and will be accountable to his Father, 
and will give it up to him compleat and 


perfect, and God ſhall be all in all: bis 


names and titles follow, and his name ſhall 


be called; not that he ſhould be called in 

eommon by all the following names, but 
that le ſhould be or anſwer to what is ſig- 
nified by them: ſo he is wonderful in his 


perſon as God and man, having two na- 


tures united in him; in his offices, in his | 


life and death, in Mis reſurreQion from the 
dead, vaſcenfiomn=tyoc! heaven, ſeſſion at the 


right-hand: of God, and ſecond: coming to 
judgment: counſellor, or, as the Septuagint 


render it, the- angel of the great council; 


Who affiſted in the everlaſting, council held . 
concerning the ſalvation of men; and who 
by his Spirit; in his word, aid by his mini? 
ſters, gives the meſt wholeſotne counſel and 


advice to ſaints and finners refpecting theft 
ſpiritual and eternal welfare: rbe might 
God, as appears from the perfections of delt) 


in him, from the works done by him, from 


the worſhip given to him, and from his 


names and titles: be everlaſting” Father, 


who has a ſpiritual | ſeed and offspring given 
him, whom he loves with an everlaſting 
love, takes an everlaſting care of, and makes 


the 
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the author of peace between God and men, 
between Jeu and Gentile, and the giver of 
, iritual and eternal peace. Now A ' the 

ove things the zeal f. the Lord of hos has 
Fo whos alrbady.. ©: ein 

The things which remain to be prſivany 
ed, are the increaſe of Chriſt's' government, 
and the peace, order and [eſtabliſhment of 
it; which are predicted in the beginning of 
this verſe, the latter part of Which I have 
read unto you. The kingdom of -Chuiſt is 
ſet up in the world, and there was an in- 
creaſe of it in the firſt times of the Goſpel, 
both in Judas and in the Gentile world, but 
it was but ſmall. in compariſon, of What it 
will be; the ſtone was cut out without bands, : 
but is not yet as it will be, a great moun- 
tain, which will fill the whqle earth; a8 yet 
the kingdoms of this world are not Chriſt's, 

as they will be, when he ſhall be king aves 
al . earth; when the Jews will be con-. 
verted, and the fulneſs af the Gentiles will 
be brought 3 in. Little peace has attended 
the kingdom and church of Chriſt as yet, 
but there will be abundance. of it, when 
there will be an increaſe of his government; 
when his kingdom ſhall be from ſea to fra, 
and from the river to the ends of the earth, 
then there will be peace without, and peace 
within; war ſhall ceaſe from among the 
nations of the earth, and they ſhall learn it 
No more; the Seh wilt be. free from Per- 


ſecution, 


. 


(i J 

focntion; and no more annoyed with. = 
there will be none to hurt and: deſtroy in 
all the Lord's holy mountain; and there will 
be no mote animoſities and diviſions among 
the ſaints; Ephruim ſhall not envy Ju dal, 
nor Judab vex Ephraim® and tho Chriſt 
is upon the throne of his father David, and 
has appointed and ordered the form of go- 
vernment, and enacted laws, and ſettled or- 
dinauces for the execution of it; yet it does 
not appear with that order and regularity 
a8 it will, when the church ſhall be eſtabliſh- 
ed upon the top of the mountains, and ſo 
continue; being an everlaſting kingdom. Now 
from the exact performance of all the above 
ehings in the context, and of all others, we 
may reaſonably and ſtrongly conclude the 
certain accbnpliſhment of all things relating 
to the iel, peace, proſperity, order and 
ſettloment of the kingdom of Chriſt ; and 
this is what I ſhall at 2er n upon, in 
che following: method. 


— Lſhall conſider the chingothat remain to 
be performed, and the certain performance 
of them. 

II. Shew to what the perfbrmangh: of 
them is to be aſcribed to . Seal oF: the 
Pe" boſs. | 


Ahe ann that are not yet fulfilled, 
bur 1 be, as may be argued from the per- 


„„ formance 
* If. ii. 4. and xi. 9, 13. 
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formance 6f many things already relating to 
the ſame ſubject: and theſe are the deſtruc · 
tion of antichriſt, the more extenſive call 
of the Gentiles, — the converſion of the 
Jews, the ſetting up by theſe means the 
kingdom of Chrift in greater glory in the 
world, and his ſecond coming, which will 
introduce his perſonal reigg. 

Firſt, the deſtruction of antichriſt; which 
as I have obſerved. in the ſermon firſt re- 
ferred to, is the leading event to the glory 
of Chriſt's ſpiritual kingdom; which cannot 
greatly increaſe, nor the peace of it, ſo long 
as this enemy ſtands in the way; and there- 
fore he muſt be removed, as it is forętold 
he ſhall be. All that believe a — ena 
lation allow that there is, or will be, what 
is commonly called antichriſt, not only Pro- 
teſtants, but even Jes and Papiſis; tho 
both theſe latter have very Fooliſh and fabu- - 
| lous notions concerning him; yet a general 
notion they have, which is founded on pro- 
phecy. I ſhall therefore lay before you the 
more conſiderable prophecies concerning him, 
and obſerve what are fulfilled, and from 
thence argue the certain performance of 
thoſe which relate to his utter and final ruin. 
I ſhall not take notice of what is only inci- 
dentally and occaſionally dropped concerning 
him; ſuch incidental and occaſional hints 
we. have as early as the times of David. 
In his Pſalms there are frequent hints of 


him, 


133 TY 
him, and of bis geſuuction; ; as that mY mai 
of the earth ſhall no more oppreſs, when 
the Lord ſhall reign for ever, and the Hea- 
then or Gentiles, a name ſometimes given to 
the Papiſts, ſhall periſh out of bis land; and 
when the Meſſiah is ſaid to wound the head 
over many countries; that is antichriſt, who 
has reigned over the kings and kingdoms of 
the earth: and reſpect ſeems to be had to 
his followers, when it is wiſhed, that he 
„nners be conſumed out of the earth, and the. 
wicked be no more; at the end of which 
verſe the word Halleluj ah is firſt uſed, and 
which is uſed at the deftrudtion-of myſtical 
Babylon. But I ſhall only obſerve Pig as 
purpoſely and — * predic him and bis ws 
rein, and ſhall be 10 | 
Iſt, With the — Ne af him 
in the 7th of Daniel, in which the prophet 
is ſajd to have a viſion of four beaſts riſing 
out of the ſea; that is, of the four mo- 
nmarchies riſing up in the world, the Baby- 
Huian, Perfian, Grecian and Roman: the 
fourth and laſt beaſt is the Roman empire, 
ſaid to have ten horns; now among theſe 
riſes up a little horn, different from them, 
and which plucks up three of them; and 
it is ſaid to have eyes like the eyes of a man, 
and a look more ſtout than its fellows; to 
have a mouth ſpeaking great things againſt 
ths mot a Ligh, and to _— war ein the 


1 ſaints, 
3111044 ; Pt. K. IT 18. =_ ex. 6. ___ civ. 35. 
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1 
bunte and prevail over them, and wear 
them out ; and to think to change times and 
laws; ; and thus it is to continue until a time 


and times, and the dividing of time, and 


then to have his dominion taken away, de- 


ſtroyed and conſumed. Now this horn can- 
not 0 Antiochus Epiphanes, as Grorius, Fu- 
mus, and others have thought; for not a 


ſingle perſon or king is meant by a horn, 
but a kingdom or ſtate, and a ſuoceflion of 


rulers and (governors in it; as by the other 


ten horns are meant ten kings or king 


7 


ver. 24. - And befides, this little horn is a 


rt of the fourth, and not of the third 
aſt, to whom Antiochus 'bolopged ; and was 
to riſe not in the third, but in the fourth 
monarchy, not in the Grecian, but in'the 
Roman empire; and moreover was to con- 


tinue until the coming of Chriſt, even until 


the- ſpiritual coming of Chriſt in the latter 


take place in the world: and as there is n 


other that has appeared in the Naman em- 
pire but antichriſt, or the 


of Rome, to 
whom the characters agree as to him; it 
may be ſafely concluded he is intended, and 
as wall more fully appear by the account of 


him; who is deſcribed, 


1. By his name and due, 4 Url horn. 


An horn is an -emblem of ſtrength, power 


and authority, and (denotes a ſtrong and 
powerful a or kin — as the ten 


horns 


Le 151) 
1 do as before obſerved ; the alluſion is 
40 the horns of beaſts, in which their 
ſtrength lies, and with which, they puth 


their enemies and defend themſelves : this 
horn indecd was but a Lttle one, roſe from 
ſmall beginnings, and at its height was but 
ſuch in dmparifon of others; o the Fr 
ef Rome, as to his ecclefiaſtic power "as 
but at firſt a common miniſter, | , or 
biſhop of a ſingle church; then ewe 
5 of all laaly; ani] at laſt com- 
d 2 univerſal x. the this ſeems 
rather to xegare as @ temporal prince; 
who. was but very little der at; his firft 
appearance; wort: en confidered. only in 
his own: domains at was but little 
in compariſon of the other horns m. 
doms; tho being allowed to exerciſe powe 
jo. the. reſt of the king ki ingdoms, and their 
power and ength being given to him, he 
Was ſo formidable that WE cauld withſtand 
him, or make war with him, Ren. xvii. Th. 
and xiii. 4. 
2. By his riſe and ariginal Grand among 
the other horns or kingdams, and his con- 
nexion with them; he: is ſaid to come up 
among them. ' When the northern barbarous 
nations broke into the empire, and ſet up 
ten kingdoms in it, this little horn ſprung 
up among them; and while they were 
farming e for themſelves, he was 
contriving one for tumiet; oof aroſe at the 
ſame 
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1. 6 10 
ſame time, and reigned together: ſo-the ten 
horns in the Revelation, which are the ſame 
with theſe, and are there, as here, inter- 
preted ten kings, are ſaid to receive power. 
as kings one hour with the beaft , , the fame 
as this little horn. Indeed in ver. 24. this 
little horn is ſaid to riſe aft after them the other 


ten; not after the ten kingdoms were at an 


end, but after they were ſet up, and conſti- 


tuted, and cRablihed: as it was proper they 
ſhouid; ſince they were to give their rengib, 


power and kingdom to the beaſt *, by which 
he became a horn, a temporal prince. The 
Septuagint render it Bebind them; which 
Mr. Nede v underſtands of his growing up 
un-awares, - imperceptibly, un- noticed, and 
un- obſer ved by them, till he over- topped 
them. He is ſaid to be divers or different 


from tbe firſt horns; they only had and 
exerciſed a ſecular power, but he beſides his 


temporal authority, had and exerciſed an 


eceleſiaſtic and ſp iritual one; he not only 
had power over To bodies and eſtates, but 


over the:fouls and conſciences of men; and 
even over the other ten horns or kingdoms, | 
which they had not over one another. 


Hence ht is repreſented by two beaſts in 
the Revelation, the one deſcribing him in 


his ſecular, the other in his ſpiritual autho- 
rity, as we ſhall ſee and and this made 


2 af 306 2 142 Tay $& #5 e him 
* Rer. iZ. | Llh, yer. 14. tungs 
n Works, p. . 


[7] 

him different from other kings and princes: 
Moreover, before him three of the firſt horns 
100 plucked up by the roots, or, as in ver. 
o. before whom three fell, and which is 
Wierer ver. 24. of his ſubduing three 
_ kings or kingdoms ; which, according to 
- " Tſaac Newton , were the exarchate of 
Ravenna, the kingdom of the Lombards, 
and the ſenate and dukedom of Rome. The 
biſhop of Clogher e, more lately, has expreſ- 
ſed thein thus, the Campagnia of Rome, the 
exarchate of Ravenna, and the region of 
Pentapolis; theſe were plucked up by Pipin 
and Charlemagne, kings of France, and given 
to the Pope, and were confirmed to him by 
their ſucceſſor eis the pious 3 and make 
up what is called the patrimony of St. Peter; 


and in memory of this a piece of Moſaic = 


work was made, aiid put up in the Pope's 
palace; in which were repreſented St. Peter 
with three keys in his lap, ſignifying the 
three keys of the three parts of His patri- 
mony r; and to ſhew his ſovereignty over 
them, the Pope to this day wears a triple 
crown, How ſurprizingly does the Pro- 
phecy open into us! an event is here pre- 
dicted above a thouſand. years, twelve or 
To „ thirteen - 
= See on the Prophecias of Daniel, 1 74 2 75s 
76, 77, 78, 80, 84, 8. 


* Impartial Enquiry into the Time of the Coming of the 
Meſſiah, p. 28. 


Þ See Sir Iſaac Newton) $ ; Obſervations, &c. p. 86, 87 7 88. 
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thirteen hundred beck before it was accom- 
pliſhed. 


3. This little bern is further deſcribed 
dy its eyes and look; its eyes were like the 
1 of nan; ſtrange for a horn to have eyes, 

ranger ill for the horn of a beaſt to have 
eyes as the eyes of man. Theſe are thought 
by ſome to denote the pretended ſanctity 
and religion of. the pope. of Rome, or anti- 


chriſt, who, tho? a beaſt, would be thought 


to be a man, a religious creature; others 


think they deſign his pretended modeſty, 
Humanity and courteſy, when he is all the 


reverſe ; but rather his infight into the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures, and controverſies about them, 
he pretends to, ſetting himſelf up to be an 

a4 judge of 


all controverſies; tho” theſe eyes Rem better 


to ſignify what he really had, and not what 
he pretended to; and ſo may denote his ſa- 


gacity and penetration, his craft and cun- 


ning, his looking out ſharp to get what 


power and dominion, he could, both tem- 
poral and ſpiritual; and his watchfulnefs and 
carefulneſs to keep what he had got, that 
none encroached upon it, or took part of it 
away from him: and they may alſo deſię ign 


all inſtruments and means by which he in- 


ſpects his own affairs, and thoſe of others; 
particularly the order of the Jeſuites, which 
are as his eyes every where, ſpies in all 
kingdoms and courts, that pry into the my- 


ſeries 


„ 
ſteries of ſtate, and by one means or an- 
other get knowledge of what is done in the | 

councils and cabinets of princes : and how ' - © | 

many eyes this horn had is not faid; nor is 2 

it eaſy to ſay how many the pope has; he 

has as many as Argus, and more too, and 
theſe ſharp and piercing: his Joo is ſaid to 
be more floui than his fellows; either than 
his fellow-biſhops, claiming an authority 
over them, giving out that he is univerſal 
biſhop; or rather than his fellow-horns, 
the kings and princes of the earth; having 
a Took more bold and daring, more arro- 
gant and impudent; aſſuming that power 
and authority to himſelf they do not; all 
power in heaven, and in earth; a power to 
depoſe kings, and abſolve their ſubjects from 
allegiance to them; a power over the minds 
and conſciences of men: or as it may be 
rendred, whoſe appearance is greater than his 
fellows 2; makes a greater ſhow and figure, 
appears in greater pomp, ſplendor. and glory 
than the kings ; unleſs this can be under- 
ſtood. of the fociery and college of his car- 
dinals. 
This horn is alſo deſcribed by its 
mouth, and what that ſpoke; it is ſaid to 
ſpeak great things, yea very great things ; as 
the pope of Rome has. in favour of himſelf, 
as that he is head of the church, and Chriſt's 
vicar on earth; declares himſelf infallible, 
C 2 „„ 
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[23] 


and to have a power over the kings and 


princes of the earth; nay, he is ſaid to 


Speak great words againſt the moſt high ; ſet- 
ting himſelf up as a rival, and upon an equa- 
lity with him; taking upon him to forgive 


ſin, and to make laws binding on the con- 
ſciences of men, contrary to the ſeriptures; 
and preferring his own decrees, and the tra- 
ditions of the church, to the word of God; 

and thus the beaſt of Rome 1s deſcribed 1 


Rev. xiii. 5, 6. 


. This horn is deſcribed by what hs did, 
or thought to do; he is ſaid to make war 
with the ſaints, and prevail againſt them, 
and wear them out; which reſpects the wars 
of the popes of Rome with the Walden es 
and Albigenſes, whom they flew in great 
numbers, and got the victory over ; and what 
by their oppreſſions and perſecutions, mur- 
ders and maſſacres, have tried and near wore 
out the patience of the ſaints: and whereas 
the beaſt, the ſame with this little horn, 
ſhall make war with the two witneſſes, and 
overcome and ſlay them; the ſaints will 
then ſeem to be quite wore out-and con- 
ſumed, when their dead carcaſſes will lie in 
the fir cets of the great city unburied ; fo 
that they will ſeem to be all deſtroyed, and 


be thought by the Papiſis to be fo; and 
hence that rejoicing and ſending gifts to 


each other, becauſe theſe witneſſes are no 
more, Rev. xi. 8, 9, 10. alſo he ſhall think 
#9 


| 
| 
) 
) 
- 
X 
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fo change times and laws, which | in chap. ii. : 


21. 18 aſcribed to God as peculiar to him, 
and joined with removing and ſetting up 
| kings; which is what the pope of Rome 


has abe to himſelf, to alter the forms and 


conſtitutions of kingdoms, and to ſet up 
and pull down kings at his pleaſure, and 
free their ſubjects from obligation and obe- 
dience to them; as alſo to change the uſe 
of times and ſeaſons, by ſetting apart holy 
days for the commemoration of his cano- 
nized ſaints; and by appointing ſuch days 
in the week, and fuch a ſeaſon in the year 


for abſtinence from meats; as well as alſo to 


change laws, the laws of God and man, 


and diſpenſe with both, and make new laws 
and canons to be Served: And this power 


of his was to continue until a time and times, 
and the dividing of time, or half a time, as 


in Rev. xii. 14. where the ſame way of 


ſpeaking is uſed, borrowed from hence; 
time ſignifies a year, the longeſt meaſure of 


time we have, times two years, and @ di- 
viding of time half a year, in all, three years 
and a half; the ſame with the forty two 


months, the time of the beaſts continuance, 
Rev. xiii. 5. and of the treading down of 
the holy city, Rev. xii. 2. and which an- 


ſwer to 1260 days, the witneſſes propheſy 
in ſackcloth, ver. 3. by which are meant 


ſo many years; and ſo long the little horn 
or beaſt is to continue; but when this time 


15 


121 
is s up, then his Am ſhall be Taten away, 
and be conſumed and deſtroyed; yea, becauſe 
of the words this born ſpake, the beaſt will 
be „lain, his body deſiroyed, and given fo the 
burning flame, Dan. vii. 11, 26. the whole 
empire ſhall be deſtroyed, the capital of it 
ſhall be burnt with fire, the ten kings ſhall 


hate the whore, eat her fleſh, and burn her 


with fire ; this will be the cataſtrophe of 
the little horn. And now, who that atten- 
tively conſiders how every part of this viſion 
and prophecy has been exactly fulfilled, ex- 


cept the laſt, can heſitate in his mind, or 
doubt one moment of the certain perform- 
ance of that, even the utter deſtruction of 
this little horn, or antichriſt? The zeal of 


the. Lord of hoſts will perform this, as well 


as all the reſt. 


2dly, Another FA prophecy of ant? 
chriſt, and his deſtruction, we have in 


2 Theſſ. ii. 3—12: where he is deſcribed, 


1. By his names and characters; he is 
called the man of fin; one addicted and 
given to fin in a grievous manner, notori- 
ouſly finful; a ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places; one guilty of all manner of ſin, as 
the popes of Rome have been, lying, per- 
Jury, adultery, inceſt, ſodomy, ſimony, ſor- 


cery, and every thing that is bad: hence 


their ſeat is called Sodom and Egypt, and the 
antichriſtian whore the mother of harlots, 


and abominations of the earth, all centring 


here; ; 


here ; and therefore with great propriety is 
he ſaid to be e ſon 0 perdition, a name 


given to Judas that betrayed our Lord, 
John xvii. 12. and righly belongs to anti- 
chriſt, who is the Apollyon and deſtroyer of 
the ſouls of men, by his falſe doctrine and 
worſhip, and will himſelf go into perdi- 
tion: he is alſo repreſented as he that op- 
poſeth; that oppoſeth Chriſt, and is an ad- 
verfary of his, and therefore called anti- 
chriſt: he oppoſes him in his offices; in his 
kingly office, by aſſerting keel te be the 
| head of the church; in his prieſtly office, 
by pretending to offer up Chriſt again in the 
facrifice of the maſs, when he by one offer- 
ing has perfected the whole work of atone- 
ment; and in his prophetic office, by coin- 
ing new doctrines and articles of faith: 
moreover, he exalteth himſelf above all that 
zs called God; above the gods of the hea- 
thens, who aſcribe the government of the 
heavens to one, of the earth ts another, of 
the ſea to another, and of the winds to an- 
other; but this haughty creature aſſumes 
all power to himfelf in heaven, earth, and 
hell: he exalts himſelf above angels; who 
are called gods, P/. vin. 4. In his bulls he 
has commanded angels to take fach a ſoul 
out of purgatory, and to carry fuch a one 
to heaven“: and above all civil magiſtrates, 

who are called gods, P/ Ixxxii. 5. aſſum- 


See my Expoſition of 2 25 ii. 4. 


1 | 
il 4 | [ 24 ] | . 
ing a power over them to depoſe them at 
pleaſure; making an emperor to hold his 
ſtirrup whilſt he alighted from his horſe, 
and got upon it, and trampling on his neck, 
| uſing thoſe words in Pf. xci. 13. and throw- ; 
J ing a king under his table to lick bones, 
1 whilſt he was eating: yea, he /itteth in the 
temple of God as God, ſhewing himſelf that 
bo be is God; he roſe up and appeared in the 
115 church of God, at leaſt ſo by profeſſion; 
on where he took his place, and becoming apo- 
| ſtate, here he continues, and ſhews himſelf 
i as if he was God; admitting his creatures 
' Wl and flatterers to call him God on earth, and 
[7 our Lord God the pope z receiving worſhip 
= from them, and aſſuming that which is the 
pPeculiar prerogative of God, to forgive fin. 
4 | Moreover, he is called the myftery of ini- 
i quity; myſtery is one of the names of the 
whore of Babylon, and was formerly put upon 
the mitres of the popes: it may reſpect both 
doctrines and practices, which were ſet afoot 
in the apoſtles time, and began to appear and 
work in Simon Magus and his followers, 
and which centred in the papacy. Once 
more, he is called the wicked one, æuu G. 
a lawleſs perſon ; that diſpenſes with, the 
laws of God and man, ſetting up himſelf 
above all law; giving out that he is not 
ſubje& to any human judicature; that he is 
the ſpititual man that judges all, but is 
judged of none, being not accountable to 
"> T7 any; 
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dolle ta hell, yet none ought to ſay, OLord 
the pope, what doſt thou? 


2. He is deſcribed in this prophecy by 


1 appearance, and manner of entrance, and 


his influence over men. There, was. ſome- 


thing that let or hindred him from making 


being removed, he was to be, and has been 
revealed; 3 this was the Roman empire and 


emperors, which: ſo long as they were, and 


. (Rome the ſeat of their empire, he could not 
take his place and ſeat, and appear in his 


pomp and grandeur; but this let was re- 


moved, partly by Conſtantine conquering 


the heathen emperors, aboliſhing paganiſm, 


_ and; eſtabliſhing chriſtianity in the empire, 
and beſtowing great riches on the church; 

but more ſo by removing the ſeat of the 
empire from Rome to Byzantium, called af- 
ter his name Conſtantinople, which opened 
the way for the biſhop of Rome to take his 
Phys and chiefly pi laſt of all, the em- 
pire being divided. into eaſtern and weſtern, 
the latter became extinct 1 in Auguſtulus, the 


3 Ilaſt of the Roman emperors, who reſigned 


to Ogoacer, who took upon him the title, 
not of emperor of Rome, but king of 1taly, 


and retired from Rome to Rauenna; and the 
by the 


ſeat being empty, was ſoon; filled 


* * > 


pope of Rome, and he quickly appeared, in 
his grandeur and glory; whoſe coming was 


D . after 


his appearance ſooner than he did, which 
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_ after 'the working o of: fatan ; he came in like 
him, a Ja a Har, and a murderer, 
and. under his influence; and by his affiſtaflee: 
vn u power; with pretef ſions to dll power 
in Heaven and in earth, even to poser next 
to omnipotehee: an 1 ns and hing wen- 
ders; tetending to'work"tniricles, Tho h 
all were hams Aud yes, of which theißo- 
piſh legends ate füll; and under à fffew of 
 righteouſheſs "deceived: many; andi frecting 
with carnal profeſſors that loved "not the 
j truth, they were given up'ina judiciab an- 8 
I ner to delieve his lyes; às that 1 
=: of the church, Chriſt's vicar, Had a 
I to forgive fin, and grant partdenb ard Wün- 
gences; patticularly chat great Ie of Win- 
| « ſubſtantiati6n,” that he and Bis prieſts Have 
i . Power to 'tranſimute the bread and Wäre in 
* the Lord's fur pper iſito the very body and 
blood of Chriſt; receiving which ly es, ſpoken 


1 in hypoeriſy fy, they bring Unit upon 
2  thetnſclyes. And here give mie leave, 
To obſerve another 'paſlige, tho“ hot 

"Ie this propheey, yet delivered out by the 
ſame inſpired "writer, Which Pr rediasTotne 
of the notorious dectrines und- Prabtices of 
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. =_ « antichriſt ;" it is in 1 Vin ie. 1 z. \whtre 
= the apoſtle foretells a departure fromthe 
faith in after times, and the appearance of 
"i - feducing ſpitits, Wo ſhiötd teach öcfrines 


of 2 The doctrines of d mon wörſhip 
Uke that of the heathens, their dæmons be- 


ing 
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ing 4 middle ſort of beings between God 
and men, and mediated, between them; 
and ſuch are the angels and ſaints. depart- a 
ed, the papiſts direct men to pray, unto; 
and which is called worſhipping Gps and 
idols oß gold, filyer, braſs, ſtone, and wood, 
Rev. iu: 20. forbidding to marry; matri- 
mony, mony, tho God's ordinance, and honour- 
_ able is. forbidden popiſh prieſts, and. celi- 


bacy is enjoined under a notion of ſanctity 
ang purity, ; and which i is the ſource of great 


debauchery and uncleanneſs among them: 
commanding to abſtain from meats; as on 


Wedneſdays and Fridays in 0 week, and 


during che Quadrage/ime or Lent, the faſt 


of forty: days. And now whereas it is moſt 
clearly manifeſt, that all theſe characters of 


antichriſt, and all theſę things predicted of 


him hundreds of years before his appearance, 
exactly anſwer to the pope of Rome, and have 


been punctually performed; there can be no 
3 to Ne of the certain e 


. 


| the Ter 2 — — = — hy ſpirit 1 


his mouth, and aeferoy: him 21th the bright- 


ne of. His coming; that is, by the ſpiritual . 


and powerful preaching of the Goſpel, at- 
tended with the preſence of Chriſt in the 


beginning of his ſpiritual, reign; when the 


Whole earth will be enlightened with his 
Nerz antichriſt, and all antichriſtian dark- 
"O02. a”; "008, 
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neſs, doctrine and worſhip ſhall diſappear ; 
and the rather this is to be credited, fince 
it receives confirmation from a prophecy of © 
Jaiab, delivered many hundreds of years 
before this, in much the fame language, 
and from whom the apoſtle ſeems to bor- 
row his words; for ſpeaking of Chriſt, he 
ſays, he ſhall [mite the earth with the rod- 
of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips 
ſhall be flay the wicked; that wicked law- 
leſs one, antichriſt : the Lord in his ber 
Zeal will perform this. | 

3dly, VI juſt obſerve, in brief the ac- 
count we have of antichriſt in the book of 
the Revelation: in Chap: xiiith he is deſcrib- 
ed both in his civil and eccleſiaſtic capacity 
by two beaſts; the one riſing out of the ſea, 


that is, out of the commbtions made in the 
empire by the northern nations; when he 


appeared as a temporal prince, baving his 
ſeat on the ſeven hill: city, ſignified by ſeven 


heads, and power over the ten kingdoms or 


ten ' horns; and is compared to a leopard 


for his ſwiftneſs and inſidiouſneſs in obtain 


ing power; to a bear for his cruelty; and 
to a lion for his ſtrength and terror; and 


Derain ſo BID Jo notwithſtanding the 


II. xi. 4. which the Targum interprets of the wicked 
Armillus, * name of the amin of the Jeaus, and which 
is either a corruption of Romulus the firſt king of the Ra- 
mans, and they ſuppoſe he'll come from Rome; or of the 
Greek word cenwona©-, fo Philip Aquinas in Lex. fol. 36. 2, 


interpfets it, a waft:r of the people; which well agrees with 
our antichrift, Rev. xi. 18. 3 


1 


[29 1 
deadly wound, as to be admired and feared 


the ſame manner as the little horn in Da- 


niel, having a mouth ſpeaking blaſphemies 


againſt God, his tabernacle and people; and 
power to make war with the ſaints, and 
overcome them, and permiſſion to continue 
exactly the ſame time. The other beaſt, 
an emblem of him in his ecclefiaſtic capa- 
city, is ſaid to riſe out of the earth; from 
the dregs of ehriſtians, earthly, carnal and 
corrupt, from an apoſtate church; and pre- 
tending to great humility, calling himſelf 


ſervus ſervorum, having t borns like 4 | 


lamb, as if very meek, humble and harm= 


leſs 3- but pale libe a dragon, when he ut- 


tered his bulls and anathema's: he is repre- 
ſented as exerciſing all the power he had as 
a temporal Prince, to oblige the world to 
worſhip him, and as doing lying miracles 
to deceive men; enjoining them to worſhip 


his image on pain of death, and cauſing all 


to have his mark in their right-hand: or 
forehead, or elſe be deprived of the com- 


mon privilege of mankind in buying and ſel- 


ling; all which has been done by the Romi/b 
antichriſt; and the account is concluded with 


the muede of his name 666, about which 
there have been many conjectures; but none 
bid fairer than the antient one of Irencus, 


which is Lateinos, the letters of which a- 
mount to this number; this was the name 
: | f 


by all the world ; and is deſcribed much in 
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will be owing to the vaſt numbers of Gentiles 


of a man, a Hog of a Not the church 
of Rome is the Latin church, its ſervice, is 
in the Latin tongue; the Pope is bead of: 
it, and his ſeat is in the: Latin empire. Ia 


chap. xviith antichriſt is repreſented bu a. 
woman fitting on a beaſt, with ſeven heads 
and ten hen: which deſigns him in his, 
two-fold capacity as before; andi as fitting oa 
many waters, interpreted of people and na- 

tions; and is deſcribed as a Where by her 


cCheſs and attie, by her ſornisation, — 


neſs and murder; all which exactly - 
at, and has been fulfilled in the * of 
Rome. And now, who that cenſßiders theſe 


things, and obſerves the exact aecompliſh- 
ment of them, but will ſee abundant — 


to believe, that what is ſaid of the ruin gf 
this antichriſt ſhall be performed; that the 


ſeven vials of God's 3 {ball be poured 


out on the antichriſtian ates ; that the whore 
ſhall be burnt with fire, and that her ſeat 
Rome, myſtical Babylan, ſhall meet with the 


ſame fate, and the beaſt go into perdition, as is 


predicted a? the ac of the Tard * 105 
will perform tui. 

Secondly, the increaſe of: the kingdom of 
Chriſt in the latter day, foretold in this verſe, 


that ſhall be called; and to the converſion of 
the Jews. Many and antient are the pra- 


phecies concerning the calling of the Cen: 
tiles; 


Rev. xvi. I, and xvii, 8, 16. and xviii. 10. 


"nA 


[31] A 
tes; 3 das, that When: Shiloh, or the Meſſiah 
: 2ſhould come, the garbering 'of the people 
hold be'to: him; that he ſhoull"be ſet up 
29 An gn to them, and they ſhould ſeek 
to him, And he be a light urito them, and*the 
"Pm Of them; and the ibundance 'of 
them ſhould be converted to him o; : which 
mad their com pletion in patt in the firſt 
times öf the Goſpel, by the miniſtry of the 
Apöltles eyery here; and eſpecialſy when 
the Roman empire, or the whole world be- 
eathelchtiſtian; ad alſo at the time of the 
, Neteradon; but as yet they have not had 
their füll aceotipliſhment, as they will when 
"1the kingdoms 'of this world ſhall become 
- (ChiHEs, and all kings and nations Hhall 
| ſerve #nd-worſhip' him: and fince they have 
been im part fuffilled, we may be afſured/of 
the full performance of them; ſince we have 
ſeen the kingdom of the ſtone cut out with- 
out hafids, as Mr.“ Meds > diſtinguiſhes, we 
need not doubt of che kingdom of the 
uimdutttain, Which will fill the Whole earth, 
taking place: the converſion of the Jews, 
as a body, as a nation of men, is what is 
predicted. and will make much for the in- 
Cteaſe and glory of Chriſt's kingdom. That 
people Hive been of old the fubject of pro- 
pßhecies, which in a variety of inſtances have 
be en filled, I. Was foretold to their great 
0 anceſtor 


„ Gen, Alix. 10. Iſ. xi. lo-. 4 62 and: be. 4, $. 
* Works, p. 743. 


* — — _ 7 - 
* 
- 2 
9 0 


CCC ²˙¹ - : 
rr 3 1 5 OY 


r eee 
n N a 


1 


3 


1321 
- anceſtor ele that they his poſterity 
ſhould be ſtrangers, and . in a land not 
theirs in much affliction, four hundred years, 
and then come out with, great ſubſtance v, 
as it is well known they did at that exact 
time; their going into captivity in Babylon, 
and their return from thence at the end of 
70 years, were predicted many years before 
theſe events, which were punctually ac- 
compliſhed: the various ſtraits, difficulties, 
and diſtreſſes theſe people ſhould come int 
for their fins, at TY Oe times; 1551 be- 


4 0 


| their own fleſh, and * 6g women + 4 
- own children, as at the ſiege of Samaria, and 
at the fiege of Jeruſalem, both by the Chal- 
_ deans'and Romans; and their diſperſion all 
over the world; and even the very charac- 
ters of their enemies are given us, being of 
a far country, of a fierce look, and of a lan- 
guage they underſtood not: all theſe, with 
many other things, are foretold by Moſes in 

Deut. xxviii, 2008. ſome of them at the 
diſtance of two thouſand years, and which 
have had their exact accompliſhment * : : but 
what is moſt ſurprizing of all, is the conti= 
Nuance. of is is Feepke⸗ as a diſtinct people, 


ts He 1 bd notwith- 
p \ Gen, xv. 13, 14. . 5 11, 12. and XXiX, 10. 


n see Dr. Nexwtor's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, Diſſert. 


7. juſt publiſhed ; wherein theſe prophecies are largely and 
excellently explained, as fulfilled ; with many others relating 
to that people, and their enemies, ſupported 5 N mw 
rities. 


o the Je ws are kept a diſtinct people unto 


3 
notwithſtanding all this, as it was ſaid they 
ſhould, and as hs Lord promiſed 'he would 


not caſt them away, deſtroy them utterly, oer 
make a full end of them; as he has of other 


mations their enemies t; who are no more, nor 


Edomites, Moabites, Ammonites, and others; 


but theſe are ſtill in being: yea, what i is more 


wonderful, that ſeveral of thoſe nations among 


hom they are now diſperſed,” have been 
even ſince their 1cattering among them, ſo 


mixed and con founded ith her people, 
that they are not able to diſtinguiſh one from 
another, or trace their original, as particularly 
in Spain, France and England; yet, theſe peo- 
ple remain a diſtinct people, as they do every 


here, without any king over them, not hav- 


ing their own magiſt-ates,and without the. ob- 


_ dervance-of many of their own laws: now 


hat can be the reaſon of this? no other, than 


as the tribe of Judah was kept a diſtinct tribe 


till the Meſſiah came, that it right appear 
that he ſprung from it, according to prophecy; 


the time of . converſion, that that may 
tbe! manifeſt to all the world. Moreover, 


ple, their unbelief and rejection of the 


nah, and their obſtinate perſiſtance in it, are 


_ "ths! fulfilling of: prophecy; both our Lord, 
and the i Paul, when they ſpeak! of 
" theſe. 
8 fa mib. xxvi. 44. Jer. xxx. 11 Jon xii. 3741. 


Rem. xi. 8, 9, 10. 


their names to be heard of any where, as tha 


even the ignorance and blindneſs of this ne: 
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. 
theſe things refer to antient prophecy, as be- 


ing no other than what were foretold. See- 
ing then all theſe things concerning them 


firmly to believe, that what concerns them 


in futurity alſo will; as that they ſhall ſeek 


and find the Lord, and David their king; 
that a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication ſhall be 
poured on them, and they ſhall look on him 


whom. they have pierced, and mourn. ; and 
ſhall turn tathe Lord, and receive him as the 


Meſſiah, arideembrace his goſpel and ordinan- 


ces; and ſo all 1/rael ſhall be faved in a ſpiri- 


tual ſenſe, and ſhall return to their own land, 


and reſettle there, as is foretold they ſhall © - 


the zeal of the Lord of hoſts will perform this. 
Thirdly, by the above means the kingdom 
of Chriſt will be ſet up in the world in greater 
glory. than now it is, of which we have no 
reaſon to doubt; eſpecially when we obſerve 
the ſeveral ſteps which were to be taken, 


and have been taken towards the ad vance- 
ment of it; as the opening of the ſeven ſeals, 


and blowing of ſix of the trumpets. The ſeven 
ſeals are ſo many ſeveral ſteps, and gradual 
advances to introduce the goſpel, kingdom 
and church of Chriſt into the world. The 
opening of the firſt ſeal brought the goſpel 
into the Gentile world, in which Chriſt is 
repreſented riding on a white horſe with a 


bow, and conquering, and to conquer; the 


5 | ſecond, 
* Hol. iii. g. Zech. xii. 10. 2 Cor, iii, 16. Rom. zi. 
25, 26. Exck. zxxvii. 21, 22. 


eb — So — vr wv 5 3 
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| fecond, third and fourth ſeals opened brought 
the ſword, famine and peſtilence into the Ro- 


man empire, as God's judgments for the ill 


_ uſage and perſecution of the preachers and 
profeſſors of the Goſpel ; and the fifth ſeal 


repreſents the ſouls under the altar crying for 
vengeance on their enemies for ſhedding their 


blood ; and the fixth opened brings utter 
deſtruction on the whole pagan empire, as 
ſuch, ſignified by the darkening of ſun, 
moon and ſtars, and by other things: and 
here one might have expected that the king- 
dom of Chriſt would have been now ſet up 
in all its glory: but tho here were peace and 
proſperity introduced into the church of 
God, and it was greatly enlarged; yet the 


worldly wealth and riches brought into it, 
iſſued in the corruption and apoitacy of it; 


and brought in the papacy, which aroſe, and 
continued, and ſtill does, and ſtands in the 


way of Chriſt's kingdom. The ſeventh ſeal 
opened brings in ſeven angels with ſeven 


_ trumpets to blow, fix of which are blown 


already. The firſt four blown, brought in 


the northern nations, the Goths, Huns, Van: 


dali, &c. into the weſtern empire, which 
over-run ſeveral countries, entred Italy, ſacked 


and burnt Rome itſelf, ſignified by the burn- 
ing mountain, and ſpread darkneſs and ig- 


norance over all the empire, deſigned by the 


ſmiting of the ſun, moon and ſtars; and 
which broke it to pieces, and divided it into 
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ten kingdoms, ſignißed by the ten toes in 


Nebuchadnexxar 85 dream, and the ten horns 
in Daniel's viſion. The fifth trumpet brought 


in Mabomet and his Saracens, the locuſts; and 
the ſixth trumpet the Twrks, the four angels 
looked at the river Euphrates | into the eaſtern 


empire, which ſet up a kingdom there that 


ſtill continues. And now, fince fix of theſe 


trumpets have been blown, and the effects 
have followed predicted by. them; why 
ſhould we not moſt firmly believe, that the 
ſeventh trumpet will be blown, when the 
myſtery of God will be finiſhed; when the 


kingdoms of this world will become our 
Lord's; when he will take to himſelf his 


great power and reign; when he'll deſtroy 


them that deftroy the earth, and give a re- 


ward to his ſervants, and to all that fear his 


name v? rbe Zeal of the Lord o hojts will 


perform this, 

Pourthly, As by the above events, the ſpi- 
ritual reign of Chriſt will take place in : 
world, fo by his ſeeond coming the perſonal 
reign will be introduced, which will laſt a 
thouſand years; and from the fulfilment of 
prophecy concerning the firſt coming of 
Chriſt, which is predicted in the context, as 
we have ſeen, we may moſt ſtrongly argue 
the certain performance of all that reſpects 
His ſecond coming. He came at firſt exactly 
at the time pointed out in prophecy; before 
the ſceptre departed from Yutab, while the 


ſecond 
u Rev. 8 and xi. 15—18. 


L331: 


ſecond temple was ſtanding, into which he 
came, as he was to do, and juſt at the ex- 
piration of Daniel's weeks, All characters 
and circumſtances in prophecy meet in him; 
all things concerning him in the law, pſalms 
and prophets, had their fulfilling end in him; 
concerning his birth, and the place of it ; his 
mean appearance in the world ; his doctrines 
and miracles; his ſufferings and death, and 
many particular circumſtances reſpecting 
them; as the betraying of him by one of his 
diſciples; ſelling him for thirty pieces of fil- 
ver; crucifying him between two thieves; | 
piercing his hands, feet and fide; giving him 1 
gall and vinegar to drink; caſting lots on his | 
veſture, with other things; alſo his reſurrec- | 
tion from the dead, aſcenſion to heaven, and. 
ſeſſion at the right hand of God. And ſince 
theſe things have been completely fulfilled, 
what room or reaſon is there to doubt, that | 
he will appear a ſecond time without fin to 
ſalvation? the angels at his aſcenſion affirm- 
ed he would deſcend from heaven, as he 
aſcended : the apoſtle Paul aſſures us he ſhall : 
deſcend from heaven. with the voice of an 
archangel, and be revealed from thence with 
his mighty angels; and he himſelf has ſaid | 
no leſs than three times, in the claſe of the L 
canon of the ſcripture, II come quickly. Let 
us believe therefore that he will come, and 
make all things new; produce new heavens, 
and a new ear th, and ſet up his tabernacle 
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among his people, and dwell with them, and 
they reign with him ; the zeal of the Lord of 
bes will tate this. Which leads me, 


II. To conſider to what the performance 


of all this will be owing ; to the zeal of the 


Lord of hoſts : he is the Lord of hoſts or ar- 
mies, the maker of the hoſts of heaven, and 


the diſpoſer of them, and rules among them, 


and does whatever he pleaſes; nothing is 
impoſſible with him, or too hard for him; 


and as Abraham believed that God, who pro- 
miſed, was alſo able to perform, ſo ſhould we 
believe, that whatever the Lord of hoſts has 


propheſied of, he is able to fulfill, and will 
fulfill; his truth and faithfulneſs are engaged, 


"= for the performance of his promiſe, ſo of 
his prophecies ; he is the unchangeable Je- 


hovah, God that cannot lye, and who never 


repents of what he has ſpoken, but makes 


all good: his zeal moves and puts him upon 
it; which may be underſtood either of his 
wrath and indignation againſt his enemies, 


that jealouſy of his that ſmokes againſt them ; 


that zeal and vengeance with which he is 
ſometimes clad : this will put him upon 
performing all that he has ſaid concerning 
antichriſt, againſt whom his indignation muft 
be raiſed; who has ſpoke great things againſt 
him, and blaſphemed his name, oppoſed his 
ſon, his kingdom and intereſt, and perſe- 


cuted his people: or elſe it may deſign his 


=? | great : 


[39] 


great love and affection. As zeal with men, 


when right, is no other than fervent charity, 
burning love, and flaming affection, ſo it may 


be conſidered here; and mean his love = 
himſelf, his zeal for his own glory, which 5 
is his ultimate end in creation, in providence, 


in his works of grace, and which will be an- 
ſwer' d in the deſtruction of antichriſt, and ſet- 
ting up the kingdom of his ſon in the world: 

alſo his ſtrong love and affection to Chriſt, both 
as his own ſon, and the mediator between 


him and his people; and therefore it may be 


depended, on, he'll, make him his firſt-be 
higher than the kings of the earth: to which 
may. be added his great love to his church 
and people; which has been ſo great as to 
give his ſon for them, to become incarnate, 
and to ſuffer and die in their room, and to 
make him king over them to protect and 
defend them; and therefore it need not be 
doubted that the kingdom under the whole 
heaven ſhall be given to them according to 


BOO and prophecy®; the zeal of the Lord 


of of hoſts, the zeal of his houſe, and for it, 


5 20100 perform this. js ſhall cloſe with a word 


or two. 
What has been faid. will ferve greatly to 


düphort the credit of divine revelation; the 


ſacred word will appear from hence to be 


indeed the word of God, and not the word 


of men; we may be aflured the ſcripture is 
divinely inſpired, and 1s a ſure word of pro- 
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2 ; for ad elſe could Ty foretold | 


uch numbers of events, which have been ex- 


ty fulfilled, particularly \ What relate to.) tw 
Papiſts,” who art two ſuch living and 
ſtanding proofs of the truth of the Feine _ 
Rr that all the deifts in the World 
are not able to ſet aſide Likewiſe; 1005 may 
ſetve to encoutags our faith; as to the Per- 
ever Has been Ken 
the Lord; for if ie performs all ugs for 
us in providence, as he does, far, particular 
perſons as Job, David, and others. as he did; 
then much more may we believe that he will 
rform all that he has ſaid he will do for 
imſelf, for his ſon, and for his chur h and 
Jay le in the world.” But then, tho! he 


* particularly pro 115 pheſſed of, and 0 eremp- 


torlly promiſe heſe thing Ss, yet He will be 
Done of by his boil to do then. We 
'thauld thetefore pray continually to hi th and 
give; him no reſt day. nor night until they 
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